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CRYSTALS OF WATER
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Few substances receive greater attention and more careful
treatment than water, but, as a mineral' none gets less con-
sideration. In one of its common forms it is massive and crystal-

The pit rvas covered with an iron casting, in which was a hole for

the valve rvrench. These details are givon to assist in reproducing

the physical conditions, if anyone cares to make the experiment'

One day, t'hen the temperature was belorv zero (F'), the writer

noticed that the inner surfaee of the bricks, at the top of the pit,

was covered with a white coating of frost, which had the general

appearance of some specimens of natrolite' An examination, with

u'l,o* po*"t hand glass, revealed a multitude of crystals of ice.

The crystals *ut" ttot measured, but quoting from memory,.they

were atout 0.5 mm. thick and 3 mm. long. Each erystal was

pit.




