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The Grystal Structure of Hanksite
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Abstract

Hanksite, NaaK(COg)r(SOn)"C1, from Searles Lake, California, gave the space group
P6s/m and the unit cell constants a - 10.465 and c - 21,191 A. Its structure was solved
by three-dimensional Patterson synthesis and subsequent Fourier methods. The atomic co-
ordinates and isotropic temperature factors were refined by full-matrix least-squares to R
= 6.45 percent for 1159 reflections.

The structure is characterized by chains of Na and K octahedra running parallel to the
c-axis. These chains are connected by carbon and sulfur coordination groups,

Introduction

The mineralogy and the conditions of occurrence
of hanksite, NazsK(COe)2(SO4)ecl, at Searles Lake,
California, and the system Na-Cl-SOa-COs-H2O,
which includes hanksite, have been extensively stud-
ied by several authors (Eugster and Smith, 1965;
Hardie and Eugster, l97O; Smith, Friedman, and
Matsuo, 1970). The possible crystal structure of
hanksite, however, posed interesting questions due
to the unusual cation ratios in its chemical composi-
tion and the identity of its morphology and space
group with that of apatite.

Simultaneously and independently of this study,
Kato solved the structure of hanksite on a crystal
obtained from the same locality, and published a
brief summary of his results (Kato, 1972).

Experimental

The unit cell dimensions of hanksite, from Searles
Lake, California,, as obtained from precession photo.
graphs and refined by a least-squares method from
carefully prepared powder diffraction data, are: a =
10.465 -+ 0.021, c = 21.191r 0.043 A. These unit

'prar-tt uadress: Department of Geophysical Sciences,
University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 60637.

'The chemical composition of hanksite is assumed to be
that reported by Pratt (1896) and confirmed by Ramsell
(1939), as the specimen used in this study came from the
same locality and gave identical unit cell dimensions, This
composition was later verified by the absence of anomalous
temperature factors and peak-heights in the least squares
refinement,

cell dimensions are in good agreement with those
first reported by Ramsdell ( 1939).

Three-dimensional intensities were collected by a
general inclination (Santoro and Zocchi, 1966) dif-
fractometer using CuKc radiation on a crystal frag-
ment mounted for a-axis rotation. All 1268 reflec-
tions were measured up to sin 0 = O.9245 and were
corrected for absorption using the method introduced
by Burnham (1966). The space group of P6s/m
was concluded from the systematic absences in the
00t reflections, from the inequalities between hkl
and kht intensities, and from the N(z) test described
by Howells et aI (1950).

In the Patterson synthesis several prominent peaks
were observed at the approximate locations of:

U V  :  0 l / 2 , l / 2 0 , l / 2 l / 2  a t  W  :  0 , l / 6  a n d 2 / 6
levels and UV : l/6 2/6,2/6 l/6, 5/6 l/6, 4/6 2/6
at W : 0 and every l/121h level.

On the basis of these observations sulfur atoms were
located tentatively at 2/6 l/6 l/12 and l/6 2/6 3/12,
and sodium atoms at 2/6 l/6 3/12 and l/6 2/6 l/12
and at inversion centers. The validity of this model
was tested with a weighted B-general synthesis
(Ramachandran and Srinivasan, 1970, pp. 80-ll9).
The test confirmed the approximate location of sulfur
and sodium atoms and revealed the sites of all the
other atoms.

Five cycles of full-matrix least-squares refinement
were run for 1159 reflections (that is, all but 9 strong
reflections above a{i : 0.25\ in order to obtain
better atomic coordinates and isotropic temperature
factors. The scattering curves of K*, Na*, Cl-, O-, S
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Tesr.r l. Atomic Parameters and Isotropic Temperature Teele 3. X-ray
Factors in Hanksite,

Atom l{ x

Diffraction Powder Pattern of Hanksite
NapK(COa)p(SOn)'Cl
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and C are those of Cromer and Man (1968). The final
R value for the ll59 reflections was 6.45 percent.

The atomic coordinates and isotropic temperature
factors with their standard deviations are given in
Table l.

Description of the Structure

Sodium has several coordinations in the hanksite
structure, as illustrated in Figure l. There is a chain
of four sodium, Na(3), (and two potassium) octahedra,
sharing faces, which runs along the 6, axis. There
are six slightly distorted sodium tNa(t) and Na(6)l
octahedra that by sharing corners form chains along
the 2, axis. Another sodium Na(4), is coordinated
to four oxygen atoms at shorter distances and to an
oxygen and a chlorine at longer distances; it is
sandwiched between sulfate groupS. One sodium,
Na(5), is coordinated to four oxygens in the horizontal
and two in the vertical directions. The sixth sodium.

Trsrn 2, Summary of Polyhedral Interatomic Distances

Atoms Dlstances (A) Distances (E)

Na(2), is on the 3 axis and is surrounded by six
oxygens and one chlorine to form a peculiar co-
ordination group. The carbon and sulfur atoms are
in the usual triangular and tetrahedral coordination.

A summary of major polyhedral interatomic dis-
tances is given in Table 2, and the calculated powder

Ox or" Qo Qcr

c-projection of the hanksite structure.
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pattern in Table 3. A list of observed and calculated
structure factors of hanksite has been deposited at
the National Auxiliary Publications Service. s
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